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PREFACE . 


The Bengal Library Association decided to present. 
Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Mahasaya with a comme- 
moration volume on the occasion of his 20а 
birthday in appreciation of his services to the library, 
movement in our country, particularly in Bengal. 
The first two articles appearing in this issue from 
Professor S. R. Ranganathan, and Mr. Palmer of the- 
British Library Association were received in response 
to our invitation to eminent librarians—Indian as . 
well as European—for their contribution to the 
proposed volume. Rai Mahasaya’s physical condition 
in the meantime continued to deteriorate causing 
so much worry to his well-wishers, friends and. 
admirers that the idea of bringing out a special 
commemoration volume had to be abandoned. 
Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Mahasay breathed his. 
last on the 20th November, 1945, and the question 
of bringing out a special issue of the Library Bulletin 
dealing with the life and activities of Rai Mahasay ` 
was taken up. To those who are acquainted with 
the difficulties of the press we need not make any 
_ apology for the thinness of the volume. Promptness 
in bringing out the special issue was considered more 
desirable than anything else in order to pay our 
homage to the departed soul. We hope to publish 
a larger volume under more favourable circumstances, 
with articles which have been received too late for 
incorporation in this booklet. 
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Kumar Munindradeb Rai Mahasai 


and 


Library Movement 
by 
5. К. Ranganathan, M.A., L.T, F.L.A. 
Librarian, Benares Hindu University. 


It was an afternoon in December, 1930. Mr. 
Sushil Kumar Ghosh took me to 29F Rani Sankari 
Lane, Kalighat. In à minute Kumar Munindradeb 
Rai Mahasai came down to receive us and we all left 
for the Buddhist Hall at College Square where I was 
to address a public meeting under the auspices of the 
Bengal Libarary Association. Оп the way, Munindra 
Babu made kind enquiries of the Madras Library 
Association and I was amazed to find how absorbed 
he was in Library matters. The amazement became 
even greater when he joined me in the train that 
night to attend the Library Service Section of the 
First All Asia Educational Conference at Benares. 
It is natural for men of the library profession to go 
from one part of the Indian continent to another to 
attend library conferences. But, for an aged member 
of the landed aristocracy and a member of the 
legislature to set aside his normal business and to 
spend money and time on this affair was something 
quite out of the way. - But in a few days I found that 
even this was not an adequate measure of his 
enthusiasm for library movement. 


Library Tour 


When I reached Calcutta in my return journey, 
the Rai Mahasai gave me another surprise. He had ` 
brought together a number of library enthusiasts- 
none of them of the library profession though—and 
we were taken in a specially chartered bus to his 
family house at Bansberia, with a short halt and 
conversazione at each of the dozen public libraries 
on the way. At Bansberia itself we finished - off with 
a public lecture and a splendid reception befitting the 
glory of his ancient Zamindari. 


First in Legislative Action 


At Benares, the Conference had generally approved 
my Model Library Act and the Rai Mahasai would not 
allow grass to grow under his feet, in matters 
connected with library movement. “And so I had to 
spend an extra day at Calcutta and draft a Public 
Library Bill for Bengal. This pleasant occupation 
which he gave me when I was quite immature, filled 
my heart with delight-such as the one described 
by Sita in the exquisite words :— 

“On seeing you who utters such pleasing words, O 
Vanara, I am filled with pre-eminent delight, even as 
the earth which bears all wealth would be on getting 
a shower after the cereal plants are fertilised.” 

А few days later I heard from the Rai Mahasai 
that he had applied for the Viceroy’s permission to 
introduce the Bill into the Bengal Legislature. 
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Though it turned out eventually that the permission 
was refused he has the credit of having been the 
first Indian legislator to give notice to Goverment of 
a Public Library Bull. 


General Library Activities 

With his lieutenant Т. С. Dutta, the Rai Mahasai 
has been keeping aloft the flag of the Bengal Library 
AssOc'ation. Nota Session of the legislature would 
he allow to pass without raising the library issue in 
one form or another—it may be а cut-motion, ora 
resolution or at least an iterpellation. Library 
manual, library periodical, library conference, library 
training course, and every other form that library 
activity can take have been harnessed by him 
persistently during the last quarter of a century. 

In 1984, the Rai Mahasai visited Madras. He said 
that his main purpose was to see the libraries here. 
I was then delivering my Christmas Vacation lectures 
on ‘School Library work’. They were intended for 
the teachers in the province. His enthusiasm made 
him attend some of them. One result was that when 
I happened to visit Caloutta next year, the Rai 
Mahasai made me address the students of the local 
Training College on the same same subject. 


Attitude towards Disruptive Forces 

The Rai Mahasai’s Library activities and those of 
the Bengal Library Association could not altogether . 
escape resistance and even counteraction from envy 
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and egotism and from self-seekers who could not 
evaluate any public movement except on the basis of 
what it brings to them and what it can withhold 
from those whom they regard somehow as rivals 
obstructing their own path to glory or gaia. Even 
in their case, the Rai Mahasai would apply the 
commutator of his own accommodativeness and seek 
to harness even such persons to further library cause. 
In this respect, I have һаа occasion to find in him the 
supreme quality prescribed in the following words in 
his Conduct of Life by Benedetto Croce :— 

‘If a person can not fulfil the ‘mission committed 
to him by history without some wandering from the 
straight and narrow path, without some concession 
to personal vanity or personal interest, let us forgive 
those errors and overlook those weaknesses.’ 


Tenacity 

Looked at from any angle, the services of 
Munindradeb Rai Mahasai to library movement are 
remarkable. The tenacity with which he has been 
pressing the pedal for more than two decades is quite 
exceptional. In single-minded devotion, he beats 
even professional librarians. In actual achievement, 
as much share, if not more, goes to him as to any 
other single devotee of his status in any other part of 
India. 


— 


Indian Renaissance | я 
It is sign of the time that Mother India is now 
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blessed with children of such devotion to the several 
aspects of her renaissance. She had been asleep for 
nearly. two centuries. These momentous centuries, 
when the rest of the world changed over from one 
cultural level to another, turned out to bea be- 
numbing pocket of time in which India got blocked 
up. When the sons of other lands had been forging 
ahead mentally and physically, her sons had been 
sequestered зо piteously that even their very tongues 
had been paralysed. Their languages could not 
express current thought so as to reach the heart of 
the masses. Culturally they had been reduced to the 
plight of a prostrated calf lying on the roadside and 
helplessly submitting itself to be picked and pestered 
by crows and vultures. 

Through God’s grace, we are now turning the 
corner. Itis a delight to see Indian society: quickened 
towards a global transformation anda new cultural 
level—physically, mentally and spiritually. The only 
perallel I could find is the revival of in the plant- 
world which I happened to witness while in London 
in the spring of 1925. Looking through the window 
of my apartment, day after day in the winter, I could 
see only the depressing, black stumps of the branches 
of naked trees. One morning in spring, it was as 
impossible to desoribe my joy as to estimate the 
beauty of those pink flowerets which thrust them- 
selves from the. bare branches in defiance of the 
weather, actually blossoming amidst the snow. A few 
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days later when I walked into the Regent’s Park the 
feast of flowers-violet, red, and blue-which covered 
the hitherto monotonous landscape was equally 
overpowering. Whatever be the political and com- 
munal disharmony that is promoted as a handicap, 
there are signs of a cultural upheaval in difiance of 
all such obstructions. This is characterised by an 
irrepressible urge to creative work and adventure in 
alljgpheres. This in all spheres. This in its turn 
demands a rehabilitation and re-orientation of the 
agencies of education. To evaluate the role of library 
in the education of such a fature, it would be best 
to begin at the very beginning and start with a defini- 
tion of education itself. 


Education ` 


Education is the process of helping the unfoldment 
of personality. Apart from physical, emotional and 
spiritual development the unfoldment involves mental 
growth. Mental growth implies enrichment of 
memory and cultivation of intellect. The tangled 
economic interrelation of the world and the increasing 
preoccupation in the economic struggle for existence 
make the family hand over education to the formal 
school. Further acceleration at which new facts get 
created in our days new inventions, discoveries and 
modifications touching every phase of life make it 
impossible to anticipate all that a child. may require 
in his late life and load his memory with them. 
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Tt has to be recognised that education 1. е. unfold- 
ment of personality will continue throughout life 
on the basis of self-help and that the vital function 
of schools is to prepare pupils for this life-long 
self-education. Again asa person advances in аре, 
the specificity of his intellectual and informational 
requirements gets more and more pronounced. His 
further education requires that he should get sti- 
mulated by the working of the intellect of those with 
his specificity who are perhaps found only in far-off 
lands or have been dead long since. Thus the further 
education of the members of a growing community 
activated by the force of renaissance needs the 
services of an institution which collects the informa- 


tional and intellectual output of all lands and of all 
times. That institution is the Library. 


Library 

To be of real service in this affair the library 
must change its traditional outlook. Furtherance of 
the use of its resources rather than merely safeguard- 
ing them should.come to the forefront of its objec- 
tives. This would imply several changes in the 
distribution and make-up of the libraries of the land. 
Live libraries should be established as а public project 
within a reasonable walking. distance of every 
inhabitant of India, or in the case of sparsely pop- 
ulated villages a mobile library should call at fre- 
quent intervals. Their stock should be not merely 
printed sop for leisure hours but those calcylated to 
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help the further education of everybody from the 
moment he leaves school and right through his life- 
time. That is, serious books of all standards and on 
all conceivable subjects of intellectual, emotional and - 
spiritual appeal and all available reference books 
should be collected, organised and displayed. 
Library co-ordination, when itis a question of 
helping “men of all tastes and. interests, national 
economy will dictate that the stock of all the libraries ` 
of the land should be‘regarded as а single pool and 
should be so linked up that no book is left to lie idle 
on the shelf of a library, when somebody in some 
part of the country is in need of it. 


Library Staff 
The library staff should be neither glorified menials 
mutely carrying books, nor mere olerks who create 
‚ and maintain records пог touch-me-not-type of 
officials in screened rooms guarded by menials in 
uniform. They should be friends and guides of 
‘readers, speaking their languages, so to say, and 
showing the way with geniality, saying as it were : 
“Take my hand ; 
For I have passed this way” 
Their duty will not be exhausted merely by 
getting people to read. They should also pay 
attention to what people read and how they read. 


Library Technique _ | - 
Libfary classification, library catalogue and every 
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other library apparatus should be designed and con- 
tinuously improved for the sole purpose of making it 
easy for the staff to put every reader expeditiously 
and exactly alongsiae those books which have his 
mind will resdnate. 


Fulfilment 


The library system of India will fulfil itself only 
if it їз built up as described above. Then only it will 
help the renaissance of India and broaden the path 
of Indian education into a great highway whereon all 
can travel to the end-of life. The education that 1з 
continued through such a library system will lead not 
merely tothe unfoldment of the personality of each 
Indian to his fullest range and at his own speed, but 
also become a composite social process whereby the 
Indian community itself will develop its own persona- 
lity to its fullest extent and take its place as an 
equal among the communities of the world. 


Transitory Features 


Indian renaissance is shaping itself at a time when 
the principle of democracy 1. ө. of equal opportunity 
to one and all has established itself in the world. 
The library system of India will, therefore, have in 
the first few years the additional task of helping the 
liquidation of illiteracy. As another transitory 
measure it should also co-operate with other agencies 
in reviving the mother tongue of the people, and 
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bringing about the publication of books on current 
thought in Indian languages. 


Restoration of Glory 

At this moment when India 39 determined to 
restore herself to the premier position she once 
occupied, she expects her sons and daughters to do 
their best in the spheres in which they are best 
fitted to serve her. The history of the restoration 
of her glory will have a chapter on the construction 
of her library edifice. That chapter will show, that 
the foundation of that edifice was in no small 
measure helped by the self-imposed task of non- 
professional men like Kumar =Munindradeb 
Rai Mahasai. 


The Librarian | 
By В. I. PALMER 


Аз іп every day life men vary considerably from 
saints to seekers, so in any profession one finds all 
kinds, from the dullest to the most enlightened. The 
profession of Librarianship is peculiarly susceptible 
to such wide variation in competence mainly owing 
to the lack of understanding of the functions of a 
librarian. This results in the appointment of many 
quite unsuitable men and women, for the idea persists 
that a librarian needs only to be a quiet look-worm 
to perform his task. It is probably as a result of 
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this that such low salaries are offered, and hence the 
standard of men attracted to the job is low. Recruit- 
ment is limited to the unsuccessful in other profes- 
sions, and to a few genuine librarians who take up the 
posts inspite of the low pay and disgusting conditions 
of work, simply because their heart is in such work. 

If then, one is to consider the librarian, which of 
the innumerable kinds is one to select as an examble ; 
the partial or the compleat librarian whichever one 
chooses, one will not be giving a true picture; but’ 
the disoussion of any type’of man demands some sort 
of standard. Let us, then, take a man who is from 
neither of the extremes; not an automaton, doing 
perfunctorily as little аз is consistent with retaining 
his post ; nor, on the other hand, the missionary who 
has- dedicated his whole life to his work, as to a 
religious cause. Let our man be a normally intelii- 
gent man, with a desire for a reasonable degree of 
personal comfort, for a wife and normal family life. 
Let him have all the attributes of a normal middle 
class man, with а ‘sprinkling of the vices. In other 
words, let him be like you ог me. Then allow him 
just a little dash of passionary zeal ; for librarianship 
like -teaching is something of a mission and is only 
done properly by those who have an urge to do it. 

To grasp a man’s - attitude to his work, we must 
have some appreciation of his -outlook on life ; for 
the two are intimately bound together. - Now, since a 
Librarian’s job is thé dissimination. of knowledge to 
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men (all knowledge to all men), it follows that he 
must possess a fundamental belief in the essential 
goodness of his fellow men. He must obviously 
believe that the books and information he dispenses 
are going to’ be used, in the main, for rightful 
purposes. 

He must, therefore, come down on the side of the 
people ; he must be a democrat, for he can tolerate no 
authority to say “thus and this shall you read; but 
not that.” Censorship, then, whether moral or 
political, is something to be opposed, for how can the 
people know the true from the false, if some part of 
each is suppressed ? 

A librarian must, of necessity, believe in educa- 
tion ; it supplies both his books and his public ; зо 
at the lowest estimate, his bread and butter depend 
upon it. He desires to see the act of education 
spread as widely аз possible’ to ensure that none who 
could conceivably benefit from it are denied its 
advantages. This is one aspect of the librarian’s 
dislike of. waste in his own work. Не supports all 
movements for new and better methods of teaching, 
and more and more comes to recognise that his.own 
function is that of the teacher writ large. He and the 
educationist have mutually complementary tastes. 

Finally, a librarian must believe in the 01511151175 
influence of his work. He must feel that contact 
with books and hence with all the great minds of the; 
past and present, widens the understanding of 
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mankind. He must feel that literature, as well as 
appealing to the intellect, teaches an intentive 
appreciation of beauty and truth. In fact, the 
librarian must feel that his work develops whole men, 
and what is civilisation but an aggregate of whole 
men within a society. 

Having seen what is desirable in a man approach- 
ing librarianshsp as a profession, let us now consider 
the qualities which we . require of him when he takes 
up his task. 

Somewhere, in one of the verses of that rather 
dubious poet Kipling, there is a reference to “the 
common touch’. This is an essential atrribute of a 
good ltbrarian. He is the dispenser of the treasures 
of the mind, and must know not only his treasures 
but the recipients. Writing from the viewpoint of 
the public librarian, I am disposed to set the need for 
an understanding of the common man very high. 

The ordinary citizen fights shy of erudition. If 
his little curiosities about nature, science and thought 
are labelled. with high sounding terms, and called 
“education”, he is repelled. If subjects are discussed 
in such a manner as to make him feel an outsider from 
the circle of cognoscente, he quickly loses heart. The 
greatest scientists are not those who make discoveries 
they are unable to explain ; but those who have the 
gift of making difficult ideas cuptal clear, A 
man like Hogben, writing “mathematics. for the 
million” does .more than a hundred others who 
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never lift their eyes from their note-books. The 
greatest scientists of the past, like Sir Humphrey 
Davy and Michael Faraday had this gift in full 
measure. The Librarian, who is making the work 
of such men available to a wide public, must never 
lead that public to imagine that he is more than 
merely another seeker after knowledge, like them. | 

He must know his publio ; understand their cap-- 
abilities and limitations, and perform his duties 
accordingly. 

Next our librarian must have considerable огр- 
anisational ability. Ніз training in classification 
gives him this in some degree. From it he gets the 
habit of orderly thought, and from orderly thought 
orderly action. He muat be able to induce а sense of 
teamwork in-his staff, so that each carries out his 
task from no sense Of compulsion, but from a desire 
to до a worthwhile job well. He must be able so to 
conduct his library that the effort which lies behind a 
good service is indiscernible to the readers. His 
system will meet the demands of each of Rangana . 
than’s five laws. 

It ought not to be necessary to mention a thorough 
grasp of professional technique as an essential quality. 
Yet so littl do many employers of Librarians know 
of the work, that few realise the exacting syllabus 
that a young librarian must cover if 11919 to ‘be able 
to do his job properly. There are men who have 
made a success of librarianship without training ; 


( 15 ) 


but there are statesmen, too, who have risen from 
extreme poverty to rule nations. Such people are 
exceptions, and we cannot count on finding them at 
every ‘turn. So--we must use the yardstick of 
= recognised professional qualifications by which to 
measure our librarian. | 

Apart from his purely bibliographical occupations, 
a librarian is frequently called upon to appear in the 
sphere of lecturer, or public speaker. May be it is 
to give a radio talk on the provisions his hibrary 
makes for readers. Perhaps he must address a town’s 
meeting on the opening of one of the many exhibi- 
tions, lectures or displays he has to sponsor. Or 
he may just have to make clear to his committee the 
reasons for some proposed alterations in building staff 
or budget. In all these cases, he must be able to 
marshal his facts into a useful order, and so to 
expound them as to convince his hearers. This 
ability to explain runs, too, to »print: professional 
journals apart, the librarian must be able to express 
himself clearly when writing. It is surprising how 
often he is called upon to tell his readers what sort 
of help they can expect from their library. 

Finally we expect some social qualities from him. 
- His clothes must be neat and presentable, and his 
manners impeccable, for he must be persona grata 
in all society. ‘He must’be able to take his place with 
other professional men, and with all the cultured 
elements of local society. То -this end, his» conver- 
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sation must be general, and not confined to the 
contents of his “professional manuals. He must be 
an fait with current affairs as well as things of the 
past. Undoubtedly he must be a cultured man. 

But this leads us to ask “what is culture’. Since 
whole books have been written on this subject, I must 
refer you to them. In one of them, that of Liewellegh 
Powys, 18 an anonymous quotation which seems to 
me to say everything. It runs: “Cultare is all that 
which remains after you have forgotten what you set 
out to learn”. It is the general impressions of a well- 
orientated mind. It does not apply only to classical 
knowledge, but to science, engineering and politics. 
I once heard somebody say of а certain librarian that 
he had а cigarette-card knowledge of every thing. If 
that means that he had a grasp of the main principles 
of all branches of knowledge, I am all for it. 

A competent doctor is a useful citizen ; bat he 
can be a moron in other directions. A teacher is too 
often a man amongst boys, but a boy among men. 
Lawyers usually have astute minds, but apply them 
to little other than their work. But a good librarian 
should comprehend the best qualities of all of them. 
He must have an enquiring mind which is forever 
seeking satisfaction of its queries. His contacts with 
students of all branches of knowledge keep him men- 
tally alert. His appreciation, for instance, of the 
novel, brings him to a deep understanding of the 
human spirit and mind. 
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Does such an one exist ? It is doubtful. Yet such 
18 the man we need to make libraries function to their 
fullest capacity, and such is the man we hope to 
attract for a handful of rupees a month. 

The lifelong devotion of) men such as Kumar 
Munindradeb Rai Mahasay to the cause of libraries 
demands that their efforts are not wasted. More and 
better librarians are urgently needed. How long are 
we going to watch the continuous draining away to 
more remunerative work of the best among us 
without a protest ? 


Library Service for Bengal 


By Prof. ANIL Kumar Roy CHOWDHURY 


Libraries are an indispensable supplementary to 
schools, colleges and universities. As instruments 
for dissemination of knowledge, learning and informa- 
tion and for generally educating the people, they are 
on a par with other educational and cultural institu- 
tions. It is common knowledge that even free and 
compulsory education loses much of its value unless 
there is a regular library service in the country. 
Bengal needs an efficient and well-equiped library 
gervice not only in universities, colleges, schools and 
other academic, scientific and technical institutions 
but also in corporations, municipalities and rural 
areas, run for and in the interest of the publio. . 
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A large portion of students who pass through 
elementary schools tend to relapse into iliteracy in. 
after life. The solution of this problem of retention 
in later years of literacy acquired in childhood is pos- 
sible through the introduction of a free publio library 
service for the masses. For this and for other reasons 
a public library system, spread all over the country, 
is an important factor in education. We must also. 
bear in mind that ours is а country where the masses 
are poor and incapable of buying books individually 
for their own use. Even in an advanced and rich 
country like England most of the people go to the 
libraries for their reading. “The average Englishman 
has hitherto preferred to borrow rather than buy a 
book. Nine tenths of the new books that come 
out in Britain go to the lending libraries whose 
number in that country is tremendous.” This state- 
ment. made in the course of an article by John 
Fisher published in the Statesman on March 3, 1944,. 
‘gives us а fair idea of the position of libraries in 
England. Ist is well-known that the position of 
libraries iu moat other countries of the West is similar. 
Any comment ragarding the contrast offered by our 
country in this respect is needless. If we aim at an 
all-round development and prosperity of our land we 
must provide for an efficient library system in any 
scheme for educational reconstruction. It is 
unfortunate that there is no such provision in the 
well-known scheme for the reorganisation of our- 
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educational system prepared by the Central Advisory 
Board of Education, Govt. of India. Considering the 
vital importance of libraries in edacation, this scheme 
for educational reconstruction seems to be partial 
and one-legged, and unless this de‘ect is mended, it 
will fail to achieve its desired eud. A scheme for 
library organisation propared by library experts 
ought to be immediately incorporated in the general 
scheme. 

The introduction or establishement of a sound and 
regular library system ona permanent basis is not 
possible only through private individual effort. The 
State must come to the aid of the public in the 
matter and introduce formal Bills. The late kumar 
Munindradev Roy Mohasay, President of the Bengal 
Library Association for many years, pointed out on 
several occasions that a library service could never 
develop without a logical and adequate law. Indi- 
vidual libraries may exist and flourish without autho- 
orisation of law, but without an enabling Act, an 
assured trained administration and inter-library co- 
operation cannot be developed. On February 1, 
1982) Kumar Munindradev moved in the Bengal 
Council that the Council should recommend to the 
Government that а committee of enquiry should be 
formed to enquire into the library provision in the 
province and to draw up a comprehensive scheme 
on future development. The purpose of the commit- 
tee of enquiry would be to ascertain the condition 
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under which the existing libraries were working and 
to discover the type of organisation which would most 
completely and adequately cover the field. While 
moving the resolution the Roy Mohashay pointed 
out regretfully that Bengal happened to be one of 
the most backward provinces in India in library 
matters. Apart from Calcutta there was only 
one library in the province at that time which was 
the recipient of State aid to the extent of Rs. 25/-a 
month. Unfortunately the Roy Mohashay’s proposal 
was turned down on the usual plea of “financial 
difficulties”. 

The statement made in this connection by’ Mr. 
Н. R. Wilkinson, Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 
on the floor of the House on March 29, 1932, deserves 
notice. The Govt.’s spokesman said: “Опе cannot 
help admiring the Roy Mohashay’s enthusiasm for his 
subject and the persistence with which the. Roy 
Mohashay tries to instil it into others; and in theory 
many of us would agree with him, but as a matter of 
practical politics, І am afraid, it is out of the question. 
It is possible that when finances improve, he may 
have succeeded in creating the demand which will 
insist on being satisfied”. 

That was in 1982, and much water has flowed down 
the Ganges since then. But the position with regard 
to our libraries remains unchanged. We are still 
in the wilderness. Government havenot yet thought 
it fit ta spend their time, money or energy over this 


( 21 ) 


problem which is outside “practical politics”, and 
perhaps because “financial difficulties” still stand in 
the way. We feel however that it is not always the 
question of finance that really stands in the way ; 
the most important thing wanting is the will to do. 
We feel also that peolple should stand on their just 
rights, and bring pressure to bear on the authorites 
to have their demand for a regular library service in 
this province atisfied. The policy so far pursued by 
Government is wrong and needs an immediate 
change. 


Kumar Manindra Deb Rai Mahasaya and 
the Library Movement in Bengal 
By 
В. N. BANERJEE, м.ве., Dip. Lib. (Lond.), F.L.A. 


Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Mahasay will be 
remembered chiefly on account of his activities in 
connection with the Library Movement in the 
Province. He founded and organissed the Bengal 
Library Association. He was elected President of the 
Association ever since its reorganisation in 1933 and 
continued t6 occupy that post till his death. It may, 
therefore, be of some interest to our renders to recall 
the circumstances under which the Association came 
‘Into existence ; even a brief account of its activities 
will be incomplete if the part played by Rai Mahasaya 
in promoting the library movement is not indwated. 
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Representatives of the different libraries in Bengal 
present at the Third All India. Library conference 
held at Belgram on the 26th December, 1924, under 
the presidency of the late Deshabandhu Chittaranjan 
Das passed а resolution forming an association of 
libraries in Bengal called “All -Bengal Library Asso- 
ciation”. The first meeting of the Association was: 
held on the 20th December at the Albert Institute 
Hall, 15 College Square, Calcutta, under the, preside- 
пізһір of Mr. J. A. Chapman, the then Librarian of 
the Imperial Library, Caloutta, when the aims and 
objects of the Association were laid down and the 
constitution drafted ‘and approved. The poet 
Rabindranath Tagore was elected the first president 
of the Association. The Association was re-organised 
in 1988 under the title “Bengal Library Association”. 
The constitution was again revised in 1939 with 
Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Mahasaya as its president 
and in 1936 the Association was registered under the 
Registration of Societies Act X XI of 1860. 

The aims and objects for which the Association is 
established are: a) To promote the Library Movement 
in the Province; b) To work for the enactment of, 
such legislation as would be conducive to the exten- 
sion of Library facilities, better utilisation and 
administration of libraries; о) To train Librarians and 
to work for the improvement of their status; d) То 
work for oc-ordination of libraries and systematisation 
of their methods eta. 
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The work of the Association is carried on by the 
Executive Committee which is elected annually in 
March every year. The several Standing Committees 
such as the Prison Library Committee, Hospital 
Library Committee, Publication Committee and the 


“Technical Library Committee annually elected by the 


‘Council of the Association help the Executive 
‘Comittee with their findings and practical suggestions. 

One of the important activities of the Association 
is In connection with the Summer School of Librari- 


-anship for the training of Librarians. The School is 


running for about ten years. Ths increasing 
popularity of the School is responsible for bringing 
in a steady flow of candidates from outside Bengal. 


‘The course used te be spread over. three months but 


in order to meet the criticism of the Indian Library 
Association it has been extended to four months with 
effect from 1946. The Association always welcomes 


ny suggestion from responsible quarters for 


increasing the efficiency and raising the quality of 
the training given. Although it is a certificate course 
the syllabus covers a much wider field than has been 
recommended for the Certificate Course by the Indian 
Library Association. The course of study includes 


‘(General knowledge, Languages and English Literary 


History. 

The first training centre for Librarians was 
opened by Rai Mahasaya at Bansberia. The training 
given was only for a short period. It was mainly 
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through his efforts that Librarianship is now recogn- 
ised ав a distinct profession and to meet the growing 
demand for trained men Calcutta University has 
opened a Diploma Course in Librarianship. 

To popularise the movement it is considered 
desirable to give the widest publicity to the aims and 
activities of the Association. For this the Association. 
used to publish “Bulletins” aunually describing the 
aims and activities. During the later part of the war 
years it could not be published owing to paper 
scarcity but the Association was not slow to bring 
out the “Bulletin” this year as soon as circumstances 
permitted. Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Mahasaya 
used to take lively interest in all our activities and 
the latest issue of the “Bulletin” which came out in 
March this year contains his last message. He used 
to contribute freely to the now defunct ‘Pathagar’’ 
a fortnightly periodical in Bengali devoted entirely 
іо Library Movement and financed largely by the 
Association» The absence of the periodical is now 
keenly felt and the question of its resurrection is 
receiving our earnest attention. Rai Mahasaya. 
published two books in Bengali. “Granthagar’, a 
book on Library Science and ‘Deshbidesher Grantha- 
gar” ( Libraries at home and abroad ) and allowed the 
Association to take out the entire sale proceeds from 
the publishers concerned. He also accepted the sugg- 
estion to transfer copyright to the Bengal Library 
Associatign but unfortunately death intervened before 
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necessary legal documents could be executed. Under 
his general supervision the Association brought out a 
comprehensive Directory of Libraries in Bengal 
containing valuable statistical information of about 
1300 Public Libraries, 73 College Libraries and 2016 
School Libraries of all grades and 79 Special; Rai 
Mahasaya, although in failing health, very promptly 
wrote an introduction to the Directory when 
requested. 


Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Mahasaya жа ны 
personal contact with the constituent members 
-through conferences. The Annual conferences not 
only of the Bengal Library Association buat also 
other Associations and organisations used to get his. 
enthusiastic support. He presided over the All India. 
Library Conference in Calcutta in 1928 and in 
Madras in 1988 and the inspiring address he gave оп 
both these occasions will long be remembered. He- 
also presided over the Bengal Library Conferences at 
Champadanga in 1986 and at Burdwan in 1944, the 
first Bihar Library conference held at Gaya in 1987. 
He had the proud privilege and distinction of being 
selected as the only delegate to represent India at 
the second International Conference of Libraries and. 
Bibliography held in Spain in 1931. 


Rai Mahasaya from the very beginning recognised 
the futulity of the mass literacy movement without 
adequate provision of books. He drafted. and: 
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submitted the Bengal Public Libraries Bill for 
introduction in the Bengal Legislative Council but 
‘unfortunately permission was withheld on financial 
ground. He was nevertheless successful in making 
better provision for libraries by local bodies such as 
Municipalities, Distriot Boards and Union Boards by 
‘making amendments in the existing Acts. Rai 
‘Mahasaya’s enthusiasm for his subject ‘and һе 
persistence with which he tried to instil it into others 
earned -the admiration of all those that came in 
-contact with him. - Rai Mahasaya’s chief interest was 
Library Movement no doubt but it was not his only 
‘pre-occupation. He made a name and fame for 
himself by his successful administration of the 
Bansberia Municipality of which he was Chairman 
for several years. The introduction of free education 
within the municipal limits and the establishment of 
four Upper Primary Schools, one High English 
School, two public libraries and and children’s 
library, construction of supramex-coated. modern 
‘roads, extension of pucca drain, opening of parks and 
recreation grounds etc. are standing monuments to 
his glory and reputation as Chairman of the Bans- 
beris Municipality. | 

As a member of the Legislative Council during 
the years 1928-36 15918180 made his mark. He was 
unsparing in his efforts in sponsoring several bills 
for the welfare of his country men. The question of 
Municipal Banks under proper safe- guards for 
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Calcutta was also brought to the fore front for 
‘some time by a bill sponsored by him. 


Worthy scion of an ancient and illustrious family 
Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Маһазауа was born on 
the 28th August, 1874. The family was well known 
even 1п the days of the Mughal Emperors. Title of 
RaiMahasaya was conferred by Emperor Aurangzeb 
on Raja Rameswar Rai Mahasaya in 1673 А. D. 
‘Titles and Honours were showered on the Bansberia 
Raj family by other Emperors as well. 


Bansberia Raj family Was great patron of learn- 
ing in the District of Hooghly in Bengal. The 
family temple of Basudev, the temple of Hamseswari, 
etc. built by the family are well known throughout 
Hindu Bengal for their architectural design and 
Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Mahasaya was univer- 
sally respected for his high character, wide culture 
and scholarship. Не was educated at St. Xaviers 
College, Calcutta. The surname ‘Mahasaya’ or ‘great 
Souled’ aptly describes the genial and charming 
personality that was Kumar Munindra Deb Ва 
Mahasaya who breathed his last on the 20th of 
November, 1945. 


Kumar Munindra Dev’s Visit to the West 


4 


Comments And Reports In British Press 








| Glowing Tributes to pioneer of Library 
Movement In Bengal 


In 1988 Kumar Munindradev spent six months in 
England, Ireland and the Continental countries on 
а cultural mission. The Kumar was enthusiatti- 
cally received every where. At Dublin and Liverpool 
he was the Lord Mayor’s guest and the Scandinavian 
countries honoured him as a State guest. Glowing 
tributes were paid to him by the Press and the public 
of all the countries. he visited, and here are some 
excerpts from the reports and comments that 
appeared in the Irish and British Press. 





TRISH INDEPENDENT —Monday, October 24, 1938. 
Indian Visitor’s Quest 
Interest In Local Aiministration 


Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai, a member 
of the Legislative Council of Bengal and Mayor 
of his native town, Bansberia, who has arrived 
in Dublin to obtain first-hand information about 
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our system of local administration, traces his 
ancestry to ancient Kings of India. He told an 
‘Irish Independent’ representative that he is also 
interested in the housing problem. :He hopes to 
meet Mr. Valera and other Ministers. He is deeply 
interested in public library system. In the Bengal 
Legislature he was responsible for many social 
measures including free primary education, jail, and 
hospital libraries, and the provision for many civic 
amenities. 


LIVERPOOL DAILY POST— 
Wednesday, October 26, 1938. 





Rajah’s Visit to University 
Indian Ruler with Interest in Libraries 





An interesting visitor to Liverpool at the moment 
is Kumar Munindra Deb Rat Mahasai, descendant 
of an ancient line of Indian kings and himself Rajah 
of Bansberia Fort, Bengal, a man who has done 
much to foster the growth of public libraries 
and school libraries in India. 

He is on a tour of Britain to study library 
methods and local Government administration, and 
yesterday paid visits to the’ Liverpool University, 
where he was received by ‘the Vice- -Chancellor, 
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Dr. A. D. McNair, and to the Central Reference 
Library, William Brown Street, which he inspected 
under the guidance of the Chief Librarian, Mr. J. F. 
Smith. 

The Rajah is President of the All-India Public 
Library Association and of the Bengal Library 
Association, and won a signal honour in being the 
first and only ‘Indian delegate to the World Library 
Congress in Spain three years ago. 
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SHEFIELD TELEGRAPH— 
Saturday, October 29, 1938. 


Indian Visitor To Britain 
Learns From Sheffield 





A visitor to Sheffield yesterday was Kumar 
Munindra Deb Ба Mahasai, Mayor of Bansberia, 
Bengal, and a Member of the Bengal Legislative 
Council, who is touring the principal cities of 
the country. | | 

This Indian Mayor, who was received by the 
Lady Mayoress of Sheffield at the Town Hall, had 
some nice things to say of the city when a “Shefield 
Telegraph” reporter chatted with him. 

“T have seen the Water, Electricity, and Transport. 
departments,” he said “апа, I have been particularly 
impressed, by the way they are run.” 
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MANCHESTER GUARDIAN— 
1 Wednesday, October 26, 1938. 


‘An Indian Social Reformer At Manchester 


Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Mahaisai of the 
Bansberia Raj, a. member of the Bengal’ Legislative 
Council and President of the All-India Public 
Library Association, is at present staying at 
Manchester with the object of visiting the University, 
the chief Library and of studying Municipal Adminis- 
tration here. As Chairman of the Bansberia 
Municipality he has seen the means of providing it 
with water works, electricity supply, modern roads, 
efficient drainage, a maternity clinic, a hospital, an 
education system and two libraries. In 1935 he was 
the only delegate from India to the second interna-- 
tional Congress of Libraries held in Spain. One of 
his achievements in Bengal was to induce Govern- 
ment to institute prison Libraries, an amenity 
for which the many political ‘prisoners of recent 
times were grateful. | 
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BIRMINGHAM GAZETTE— 
Saturday, bih November, 1938. 


Indian Civic Chief Visits Birmingham 


All the way from India to study library methods 
in this country, has come Kumar Munindra Deb 
Rai Mahasai, member of one of the most ancient 
families in Bengal and enlightened 64 year old 
Mayor of Bansberia. 

This is bis second visit to England, and on his 
return to his Hotel from a tour of famous libraries 
in the provinces, Mr. Rai Mahasai spoke about some 
of the things he has seen. 

First he had been to the Library Conference 
where he had given a lecture. Then he had gone 
on to Cambridge and Oxford where he had been 
shown over the libraries and admired them. 





Kumar Monindradev Rai Manasai 


— A Reminiscence. 
BY PrAMIL CHANDRA BOSE 


In his younger days, we came to know from 
various sources, Kumar Munindradey Rai Mahasai 
took keen interest and active part in many cultural 
movements. For the last two decades of his life he 
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was the moving spirit behind the library movement 
of Bengal. ` During*this period to the people of 
Bengal Kumar Munindradeb Rai Mahasai and the 
library movement were аз 1068 one and same thing- 
I remember to have once approached on the advice 
of Munindra Babu a distinguished person of Calcutta, 
with a certain ‘request in connection with Library 
movement. When the object of my vjsit was ex- 
plained to him the gentleman who had, the knowledge ` 
that, I ‘had been sent to. him by Munindra Babu: 
himself told mé at once that Kumar Munindradeb Rai 
Mahasai was the fittest person in Bengal to be 
consulted first of all in a matter like that. Such was. 
the view the educated people of Bengal held about 
him in relation to the piety movement of the 
province. | 

I first came in ‘his contact abott fourteen years. 
ago. Having decided to take up librarianship as my 
career I was preparing to start for Baroda to study 
the library system there as Baroda had the reputation 
of having modernised its libraries and library 
methods under the leadership of its enlightened ruler, 
the late Maharaja Sayaji Rao Gaikwar. It was my 
intention to proceed to Lahore subsequently to join 
the librarianship training class of the Punjab. 
University which was at that time the only University 
‚ in India that had made formal arrangements for the 
study of library science. No one from Bengal had. 
till then joined the librarianship course or had any 
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регзопа1 knowledge of it. So the’ prospadt „of libra- 
Tianship ag a profession was uncertain to me. , All of 
the few librarians whom’! consulted ‘in Calcutta in 
the matter discouraged me to go for the profession as 
‘according to them it would be of no good to me. I, 
however, had made up my mind and I thought that 
before I left Calcutta I should contact Kumar 
Munindradeb Rai Mahasai whose name was then a 
household word in Bengal in connection with library 
movement. | ' 

It was a sultry summer evening when one day I 
knocked at the Calcutta residence of Rai- Mahasai. 
‘On arrival at his house I learnt that he had just then 
returned after a whole day’s activities in several 
meetings in and outside Calcutta. As he was tired 
I was hesitating {о disturb him. Moreover at that 
time I knew him only by name. It was not known to 
me whether he Was a young’ enthusiast .or an old ` 
man. Har less had I any idea about his taste, 
temperament or idiosyncrasies. I did not possess any 
credentials or letter of introduction from any body 
to produce nor was I accompanied by any person 
who would introduce me to him. So very uneasy 
at heart and diffident in mind I at ‘last sought an 
interview with him. My mind, however, was eased 
ere long when I was informed that the interview was . 
not to be: denied. I did not know that ৪ pleasant 
experience lay in store for me. For very soon I was 
highly surprised and ‘delighted to find that an old, 
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aristocratic, well-known zemindar was receiving an . 
ordinary and unknown young man most warmly and 


-cordially and treating him as an equal without 


reservation. Needless to mention that he. profusely 
encouraged me to take up library profession and 
advised me to stick to my decision. His encourage- 
ment lifted a great burden of uncertainty from my 
mind and I came back that evening from his house 
with a bright vision of the future. I also discovered 
that my mind was deeply impressed with his modesty, . 
pleasant dealings and simple way of living. Subse- 
quent closer acquaintance revealed to me his’ ever 
amiable disposition, transparent sincerity, undemos- 
trative nature and many other qualities of head and 
heart. By his inner qualities and' ungrudging 
affection he gradually, drew me nedrer and nearer to 
him till the tie of relation between us became very 
strong and inseparable. ` ` К 

Rai Mahasai was since long very eager 0 see that 
a centre for the training of librarians was opened in 
“Bengal. So as soon as I returned from the Punjab 
һе requested me to organise and conduct a training 
class. for librarians. ‘A plan for opening a librarian- 
ship training camp аз an experimental measure was 
drawn up. The Hooghly District Library Association 
of which Kumar Munindradeb Rai Mahasai was 
the President and Mr. T. С. Dutt was the Secretary 
was then a very active organisation. Munidra 
Babu was then also the President of the Bpngal 
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Library Association, As the proposed librarianship“ 
training class was to be, started as an experiment 
it was thought advisable to ran it on a modest 
scale under the auspices of the Hooghly District 
Library Association and not to associate it in the first 
instance with the bigger library association of the | 
province. It was also decided that if the scheme met 
with success it could then be taken up by the 
provineial library Associdtion afterwards. The camp 
wag actually started in June 1934, at Bansberia, the 
native town of Kumar Munindradeb Rai Mahasai in 
the district of Hooghly under the auspices of the 
Hooghly District Library Association., As the camp 
was opened mainly due to the enthusiasm of., Rai 
Mahasai and the credit for its success is largely due 
to him it willperhaps be not out of place to give 
here a brief account of the camp, the first librarian- 
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ship training Class of Bengal. 


, The librarianship ‘training camp at Bansberia 
started with eleven students on the roll, hailing from 
different parts of Bengal, There were more appli. 


canis for admission but as the Class was +о be тап 


under great handicap and on a modest scale ‘all of 
them could not be accommodated. Of the eleven: 
students two were M. A.’s, three graduates and the 
rest ander-graduates. Several of the students - were 
school teachers and several of the rest were library 
workers. Khan Bahadur (then Mr.) K- M: 


’ Asadullah, the Librarian of the Inperidl Library of 
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Calcutta, who formally opened the camp, was 
appointed its Hony. Director, myself remaining in 
in the entire charge of it in an honorary capacity. A. 
number of distinguished persons of Calcutta and 
other places took keen interest in its affairs and 
visited the camp and adressed the students. Besides 
practical training and theoretical lectures on technical 
subjects, lectures on special subjects by specialists in 
their respective fields, were arranged tor the students. 
The course was of short duration because the camp 
lasted fora fortnight only. But it was nevertheless 
very thorough and intensive. Classes daily started at 
9 o’clock in the morning and with a recess of two 
апа а half hours in the noon continued till about 
5 o'clock in the afternoon. Nine of the students ulti- 
mately sat for the examination at the end of the 
course and all of them were awarded certificates by 
the Hooghly District Library Association. 

The training camp was a splendid succes. Leading 
newspapers and periodicals of Bengal highly praised 
its activities and favourably commented on the 
laudable move of the Hooghly District Library 
Association and-on its succees in the matter. Em- 
boldened by the success of the experimental measure 
Rai Mahasai with renewed energy tried to induce 
the Bengal Library Association to take up the res- 
ponsibility of regularly running a course of training 
for librarians under its auspices and the Association 
‘as a matter of fact ultimately took upon itself 
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the responsibility вз soon as it could make all neces- 
sary arrangements for the purpose. 

~ Another pioneer work in the field of library 
movement of Bengal done by the Hooghly District 
Library Association under the inspiration of Rai 
Mahasai was a systematic survey of library condition 
in the district of Hooghly. At the request of Munindra 
Babu the present writer conducted the survey. The 
honorary surveyor moved from place to place in the 
district to collect first hand data with regard to library 
condition 1n the district. He extensively toured for 
one month throughout the district even visiting 
remote and most inaccessible parts of the district. 
During the survey 68 libraries of different kinds and 
size were thoroughly inspected ; 70 townsand villages 
were visited; 88 meetings were addressed; and 
discussions with groups of people and individuals 
were held. An exhaustive report containing facts, 
figures and statistics concerning the libraries visited 
and the general library condition of the district 
together with the suggestions and recommendations 
of the surveyor was duly submitted to the Hooghly 
District Library Association. Here again but for the 
initiative, enthusiasm, guidance and resourecefulness 
of Munindra Babu this pioneer work would not have 
achieved the success it actually did. Elated with 
joy at the success of this undertaking Rai Mahasai 
again induced the Bengal Library Association to take 
up the survey of library condition in other districts 
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of Bengal and the Association afterwards actually 
conducted the survey in several districts. 

Enthusiasm of Rai Mahasai in library matters was 
well-known. When old in age he was never old in 
spirit. Even in his‘old age whenever he was called 
upon to work hard for the cause of library movement 
he never shirked such hard labour and was always as 
active as a full-blooded young man. When he was 
over sixty he had gone to Europe to attend the 
Second International Congress of Libraries and 
Bibliography held in Spain in 1985 as the only 
Indian delegate and travelled widely on the continent 
and in Great Britain to see the condition of libraries 
anc library movement of those places personally. For 
a second time he visited Europe in 1938 to study the 
condition of libraries there. He voluntarily submitted 


( himself to great hardships during his sojourns in 


Europe both the times and cheerfully bore all the 
troubles in foreign countries. In different parts of 


` Bengal and India he had attended or presided over 


hundreds of meetings organised by library workers ог 
library organisations. Many of the places were not 
easily accessible. Rich people*vho generally live in 
comfort and luxury refuse to visit rural areas and not 
to speak of inaccessible rural places. But Munindra 
Babu was not a man of that type. Не never declined 
any invitation from any quarter to attend a library 
meeting apprehending physical discomfort e and 
always took all troubles cheerfully and. with gaod _ 
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grace if he had to take any for attending meetings 
in distant and unknown places. The office of the 
Bengal Library Association was located in the Cal- 
cutta University on the third floor of the Asutosh 
Building of the University. Meetings of the Associa- 
tion and of its Committees were heldin the University 
Library. Munindra Babu never failed to attend any 
meeting. The electric lift in the building often went 
out of order "апа would not work. Butto the old 
man that was no reason why be would come back 
without attending meetings. He was seen times 
without number hurriedly ascending the steps of the 
Asutosh Building ungrudgingly and cheerfully to be 
present in the meeting on the top floor in time. Such 
was his devotion to the cause of library movement ! 
His hospitality was also well-known. Whenever 
any meeting of the Library Association was held at 
at his residence the members were always lavishly 
treated with refreshments. Since my acquaintance 
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with him I never rememberto have been allowed to . 


come out of his house without taking some refresh- 
ment. Even when he was on his death bed and I 
used to visit him the rule was not allowed to be 
relaxed for a single day. I think there are many 
close associates of Rai Mahasai who will bear me out 
in this matter. 

Munindra Babu was ailing when he went to 
Burdwan to preside over the Bengal Library 


Confereence there in December, 1944. His attending 
* 
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physicians and relatives were not, in view of the 
condition of his health, inclined to allow him to 
attend the Conference. But the cause of library 
movement was so dear to him that he would not 
listen to the advice of doctors or other well wishers. 
But unfortunately the weak state of his health could 
not this time bear the strain of the jonrney. Soon 
after the proceedings of the Conference commenced 
he began’ to feel unwell and suddenly left the 
Conference Hall escorted by his sons even before he 
could deliver the presidential address which was 
subsequently read out and the praceedings conducted. 
by some body else. The Burdwn Conference was the 
last public meeting he attended except the one 
organised by the Bengal Library Association in 
August, 1945, by the side of his sick bed at his 
Calcutta residence to celebrate his 72nd birthday. 
The illness that had compelled him to come back from 
Burdwan kept him confined to bed for a long time 
till he passed away on the 20th of November, 1945. 
Kumar Munindradeb Rai Mahasai, the father of 
the library movement of Bengal, is no more in this 
world. But he has won himself a unique position of 
honour and distinction in the library world of Bengal 
and for years guided the destinies of the Bengal 
Library Association with competence and credit. The 
mark that he has left in the library movement of the 
province will last for good and the impression he has 
left in the mind of his colleagues will mever fade 
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away. The distinctive feature which marked all the 
qualities of his head and heart was that he was a 
gentleman of a rare type-a true and perfect gentleman 
with a heart full of the milk of human kindness and 
love for one and all. May his soul rest in peace ! 





Kumar Manindra Deb Ка: Mahasai 
and 
All Bengal Library Association 
By 
Susin Kumar GBOSE 


On the occasion of the third session of the All 
India Publie Library Conference to be held at 
Belgaum in the last week of the month of December, 
I had the privilege of being elected a delegate for 
the Congress as well as for the Libraries conference. 
So far as I remember, Bangabani Sammilani Library, 
Saraswati Institute and Suhrit Library entrusted me 
with the responsibility of representing their cause 
at the Conference. The Third Session of All India 
Public Libraries Conference was presided over by 
Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das who delivered his 
Presidential Address and inspired the audience, 
delegates and visitors with his visionary outlook and 
asked hig country men to rally round the cause of 
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the Library Movement, with a view to kindle the 
torch of knowledge, for that alone would be able to 
bring swaraj for the whole of India. Being pressed 
for time, he nominated Sj. Т. С. Goswami, М. A. 
Bar-at-Law, to take the Chair in his place to transact 
business and to consider resolutions sought to be 
passed at the Conference. Several addresses were 
delivered by notables including Sj. С. V. Narasimha 
Sastri, who was the Chairman, Reception Committee, 
Sj. I. Venkata Ramanayya of Bezwada, who by his 
hard labour was successful in collecting a large 
number of delegates from Madras, Puddukota 
State, Hyderabad (Deccan), Bombay, United 
Provinces and other Provinces. What І felt 
intensely was the lack of organisations in different 
provinces. I was able to persuade and the delegates 
in their respective camps and convince them of the 
necessity of having a provincial Association, of their 
own to foster the movement ; otherwise there would 
be no good to come to distant places once in a year 
and to discuss matters of vital importance, without a 
provincial headquarter at the bottom. 

- Two resolutions were sponsored by my humble 
self at the open session. It will not be out of place to 
mention here that I had to deliver speeches to bring 
home to the delegates the necessity of provincial 
organisations. In support of the proposal for 
organising Library Associations in different Provinces 
ої India, emphasis was laid оп its necessity. The 


e 
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urgent need was felt in order to percolate to the 
masses the spirit of Library Movement with a view 
to drive out illiteracy from our country. 

A few months later an appeal was circulated 
through the Press in Bengal, in pursuance of the 
Resolutions, asking for public opinion to consider 
the necessity of holding a Conference in near future 
in Caleutta and to consider the desirability of forming 
а Provincial Library Association. The purposes 
mentioued tor the Conference were, amongst other 
things, the utility of exchange of ideas, consolidation - 
of work and better methods of Library Service. 
After a long and protracted discussion ground work 
was made for collecting public opinion from different, 
Libraries public, Private Institutional and even from 
men of letters and leaders of thought. Even Bangiya 
Sahitya Parishat, Calcutta University, Asiatic Society 
of Bengal co-operated with us and lent their whole- 
hearted support to the cause we upheld. І аш glad 
to mention that an ardent enthusiast came forward to 
lend his whole-hearted support from another quarter 
and wanted to ielieve my single handed activities. 
I had so far been helped by local workers who also 
imbibed the spirit and ideals of Library Movement 
at whose assurance I had to go to such a long 
distance as Belgaum and whose sympathy made me 
take snch a bold stand. I shall never forget the name 
of our beloved friend Sj, Narayan Chandra Ghosh 
who is no more in the land of the living (may his 
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soul rest in peace) and his few colleagues with 
sparkling intelligence and broad optimism. 

` In came across another supporter from an unknown 
quarter. I-had to go to the office of the “Forward” 
to see the then Editor, Sj. Р. К. Chakravarty, the 
renowned scholar and journalist, for publicity of the 
bulletins, appeals, circulars ete under the signature 
of my humble self as Additional Secretary of the All 
India Public Library Association elected at the 
General Meeting of the All India Library Associa- 
tion at Belgaum. I was one day accosted by a 
‚ sub-Editor who pressed for my address. I submitted 
to him that my office address was being published, 
off and on, by their kind selves in their much esteemed 
journal. I was then given to understand that one 
gentleman from Bansberia had written to the Editor 
several letters enquiring about my whereabouts. At 


‘ first I was taken aback as it was the days of 


“Swadeshi”. But І was soon disillusioned and my 
heart leapt up when I met with a new face, by 
appointment, who assured me every possible help to 
further the cause of the Library Movement. It was 
no other than our illustrious comrade Sj. Tincouri 
Datta who gradually’ brought in a host of workers 
from Bansberia-tandid, steady and serious, who came 
to help me in the formation of the All Bengal 
Library Association with a provisional Committee 
in December, 1925, at the Albert Institute Hall, 16 
College pave Calcutta. 
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I shall be failing in my duty if I do not .mention 
‚ there the name of another distinguished personage 
who was at the head or rather helm of the band of 
workers ‘of, Bansberia. Kumar. Munindra Deb Rai, 
Mahasai, the illustrious scion of the Raj family of 
Bansberia, was the guiding spirit of all the activities 
‚ that gradually developed. His contributions to the 
‘cause India will never forget. , Even at a ripe old age 
his enthusiasm was never seen abated. -The names 
Of Prof. Manindranath Rudra, M. A., Prof. Amulya 
‘Chandra Mukerjee, M.A., P.R.S. and last, though not 
the least, the hallowed memory of Dr. Gurudas Ray, 
Ph. D. of Balagar (Hooghly) whose indefatigable 
‘energy inspite of his frail constitution will always 
remain fresh in our memory will never be forgotten 
as workers who helped us in the formation of the All 
Bengal Library Association. 

The All Bengal Library Association was first 
formed with Dr. Rabindranath Tagore as the 
President and Mr. Van Manen, Mr. T, C. Goswami, 
Mrs. Sarala Debi Chaudhurani and Kumar Munindra 
Deb Rai Mahasai as vice Presidents. 
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কুমার মুণীন্দ্রদ্েব জয়ন্তী 
বঙ্গীয় গ্রন্থাগার পরিষদের кнн মনোজ্ঞ অনুষ্ঠান 


১৩৫২ সালের ৯ই Sy তারিথে কুমার gaa রায় নহাশয়ের রাণী 
sgi লেনস্থ বাসভবনে বঙ্গীয় গ্রন্থাগার পরিষদের উদ্যোগে কুমার qa- 
দেবের দ্বিসগ্ততিতম জন্ম দিবস উপলক্ষে জয়ন্তী উৎসব অনুষ্ঠিত হয় । বঙ্গীয় 
গ্রন্থাগার পরিষদের পক্ষ হইতে পরিষদের সম্পাদক Bye বিশ্বনাথ 
- বন্দোপাধ্যায় কুমার মুণীন্দদেবের হস্তে তাত্রফলকে খোদিত অভিনন্দন 
পত্র প্রদান করেন। উক্ত জয়স্তী উৎসবে পঠিত কবিতা ও অভিনন্দন 
পত্রের কয়েকথানি মুদ্রিত হইল :— 


ডিও ын 
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কুমার শ্রীযুক্ত মুনীন্্রদেব রায় মহাশয়ের 


fPencieess G ais} ভ্উঞ্পভ্নন্স্কে 


দ্ধাম্পদেযু_ 
যাহাদের মুখপাত্র হইয়া জন সমক্ষে gadi বলিবাঁর কেহ ছিল না, 
আপনি বাংলা দেশের সেই অবজ্ঞাত গ্রন্থাগার ও গ্রন্থাগার কর্ম্মীদের 
পুরোভাগে দীড়াইয়া বৎসরের পর বৎসর নিরস্তর সংগ্রাম করিয়াছেন। 
। তাহারই ফলে বঙ্গীয় গ্রন্থাগার পরিষদের প্রতিষ্ঠা ও গ্রন্থাগার আন্দোলনের 
Бай! আজ সকৃতজ্ঞচিত্তে আমরা তাহা স্মরণ কৰি | 


আজ আপনার কর্ম্-মুখর জীবনের সায়াহ্নে সকল দান ও সকল কীর্তি 
স্মরণ করিয়া আপনাকে আমাদের эр কৃতজ্ঞতা নিবেদন করিতেছি | 
ইতি__ 


কলিকাতা. আপনার গুণমুদ্ধ 
৯ই ভাদ্র, ১৩৫২। বঙ্গীয় গ্রন্থাগার পরিষদের AEJ 


বন্ধুদন প্রিয়বরেণ্য_ . 


শ্রীযুক্ত ক্র কুমার JAMI রায় মহাশয় 
প্রীতিনিলয়েষু 

হে 9999, 

বিধাতার we আপীর্বাদে তুমি তোমার জীবনের দ্বিসপ্ততিতম বর্ষে 
পদার্পণ করিয়াছ, আমরা সেই শুতদিনে তোমাকে সাদরে অভিনন্দিত 
করিতেছি | 
হে বন্ধু! 

একদিন colina বাসপল্লী ছিল বাংলার শ্রেষ্ঠ ater ; চতুষ্পাঠিতে 
চলিত শিষ্যগণের অধ্যয়ন কলরব আর 511, দর্শন ও তর্কশান্ত্রের বিতর্ক 
ও আলোচন! | এই স্থানেই ত্রয়োদশ উচ্চচূড়শোভিত দেবী হংসেশ্বরীর মন্দির 
প্রতিষ্ঠা করিয়া রাণীশঙ্করী রাখিয়া গিয়াছেন অপূর্ব ভক্তি ও Фб 
নিদর্শন ! পূর্ববপুরুষের মহান্‌ কীর্তি গরিমা তোমার ы পরাইয়! দিয়াছে 
আনীর্কাদের বিজয় তিলক! 


হে মনীষী, 

তুমি তোমার তরুণ যৌবনের প্রথম প্রভাতেই দেশের সেবাকেই 
করিয়াছিলে মহান্‌ আদর্শ, পৌর বিধানের সুনায়ক তুনি, স্বায়ত্ত শাসনের 
উদ্যোগী সহায়ক, বিদ্যা প্রচারের Ф অধিনায়ক 1. জ্ঞানের দীপিকা 
খানি হাতে লইয়া তাহার gawa দীপ্রিতে বাংলার পল্লীতে পল্লীতে 
গ্রন্থাগার স্থাপন এবং শিক্ষাবিস্তারের এই মহা প্রেরণা অন্তরে অন্তরে 
অনুতব করিয়৷ তুমি বাংলায় সর্বপ্রথম গ্রন্থাগার প্রতিষ্ঠার আন্দোলন 
Ra Hare করিয়া ভুলিয়াছ সাঁফল্যমণ্ডিত । হে Ор, তুমি 
зп অভিনন্দন গ্রহণ কর | 


ছে প্রবীণ! 

পৃথিবীর বিশাল গ্রস্থাগার আন্দোলনের বিরাট মহাসমিতিতে তুমি ভারতের 
একমাত্র প্রতিনিধিরূপে আমস্ত্রিত হইয়া ভারতের গৌরব বর্ধন করিয়াঁছ। 
ақаба অক্লান্ত পরিশ্রম, অদম্য উৎসাহ ও একাস্তিক অধ্যবসায় 
সহকারে গ্রন্থাগার আন্দোলনকে তুমি বেগবতী শোতশ্বতীর ate স্থুপথে 
পরিচালিত করিরাছ, qas দেশবাসী মাত্রেই তোমার নিকট চিরকৃতজ্ঞ 
«РС | আজ এই শুভক্ষণে তোমাকে কলিকাতা বিশ্ববিস্ালয় 
গ্রন্থাগারের alge সাদর সম্ভাষণ জানাইতেছে। 


হে দেশ-হিতৈষী, | 

জীবনের দীর্ঘ যাত্রাপথে তুমি [шене সুহৃদ্রূপে, চরিত্রের মাধু্য্য 

ও বিনয় নম্রতার গুণে সকলকে পরিতু্ট করিয়াছ। ঈশ্বরের নিকট 

প্রার্থনা করি তুমি শতাধুঃ হইয়! বঙ্গজননীর কল্যাণ সাধন কর, তোমার 

সাধনা সিদ্ধ হউক, তোমার а প্রেরণার আদর্শে তরুণ যাত্রীদল সুকল্যাণ 

যাত্রাপথে অগ্রসর হউক । হে ех! তুমি আমাদের সাদর অভিনন্দন 
গ্রহণ কর। ইতি-- 

কলিকাতা বিশ্ববিস্ভালয় গ্রন্থাগারের PRIH | 

কলিকাতা বিশ্ববিস্তালয়, 

২৬শে আগস্ট) ১৯৪৫ | 


— 


শ্রদ্ধেয় কুমার মুনীন্দ্রদেব রায় মহাশয়ের 
GAS SSA gaela উউঞ্পজ্মন্স্কে- 
২৪ পরগণা জেলা গ্রন্থাগার পরিষদের 
শ্রদ্ধা = 
হে বরেণ্য, | j € 
আপনি আজীবন জ্ঞানালোকের তপস্যা করিয়া অজ্ঞান তিমিরাচ্ছর 
ভারতকে জ্ঞানালোকে উদ্ভাসিত কক্রিবার সাধনা করিয়াছেন । শিক্ষা ও 
সংস্কৃতির প্রচার ও প্রসার কল্পে বাংলা তথা ভারতবর্ষে গ্রন্থাগার 
আন্দোলনকে সুপ্রতিষ্ঠিত করিয়া দেশবাসীকে প্রকৃত জ্ঞানার্জনের পথ 
প্রদর্শন করিয়াছেন । আমরা আপনার সেই aise পথের সহযাত্রী 
গুণমুগ্ধ শিষ্য । দীর্ঘ জীবনের একনিষ্ঠ সাধনায় আপমি আমাদের 
অন্তরে পরম আত্মীয় গুকর আসন ate করিয়াছেন হে গুরুদেব, 
আপনি আজ আমাদের সশ্রন্ধ অভিনন্দন গ্রহণ ককন। আপনি শৃতাযু 
হইয়া আমাদিগকে আলোকের পথে পবিচালনা করুন ইহাই কাঁমনা। 
ইতি | 
২৬শে আগষ্ট, সভ্যবৃন্দ__ | 
১৯৪৫ সাল | ২৪ পরগণা জেলা গ্রন্থাগার 
পরিষদ | 


কর্মবীর চির সারস্বত কুমার দীনের রায় 
মহাশয়ের উদ্দেশ্যে = 


Sawer 


আজিকে nafs পারে উপনীত দেশ ভক্তবীর, 
ধর এ শ্রদ্ধার od তোমার কবির 1 

' দেশের সেবায় তব নিবেদিত প্রাণ, 
তব অর্ধ শতাব্দীর নব নব দান অবদান, 
কে ভূলিবে? পুপ্তীভূত রহিয়াছে সব, 
দিয়াছে তা সারম্বত জগতেরে নৃতন CHA | 
হে নীরব কর্ম্মবীর, চিরদিন ফলে স্পৃহাহীন, 
চিরদিন বশে উদাসীন, 

, নিঃশব্দ সাধনা তব কেহ বুঝে কেহ নাহি বুঝে 
যারা বুঝে তাঁরা তোমার পৃজে। 
বিদুরিতে অজ্ঞানের তমঃ এ 
জ্ঞান প্রচারের লাগি দীপপাঁণি Waga সস, 
শত বাঁধা RI দলি’ তব অভিযান, 
ভেয়াগি স্বাচ্ছন্দ্য সুখ সান অভিমান 
আভিজাত্য গর্ব আর আরাম বিলাস, 
তুলিবে না এদেশের কৃষ্টিরসে পুষ্ট ইতিহাঁস। 
.অঁচরক্তগণ আজি সপে নতশিতে 
শ্রদ্ধা অর্থ সপ্ততির তীরে, 
এ অন্ভিনন্দন ধর তোমার কবির | 


atawa রায়। 


কুমার মুনীন্দ্রদেব রায় মহাশয়ের 
জন্মদিনে 


জীবনের পথ প্রান্তে গীড়াষেছ তুমি 
তবু আজ ধরণী cater নি তোমার 
পাঠায়েছে আশীর্বাদ তব জন্মদিনে 
আমাদের গেঁথে আনা ফুলের মালায় | 
লও তুমি শির পাতি সেই আশীর্বাদ 
হৃদয়ের দ্বার তব করি Сиба 
প্রাচীন, তবুও সে যে সন্ধ্যা তারা সম 
নিতুই করিবে জানি aie পর্য্যটন। 
হে মহামানব তুমি যৌবনের আশা 
তুলে দাও শুভক্ষণে সবুজের হাতে 
দিক তারা পূর্বাচলে নবীন আল্পনা 
ধরণীর Еа আলোকের সাথে। 
কর্মহীন জীবনের শাস্তির গহ্বরে 
স্থপি তুমি সর্ব কাৰ্য্যে লও অগ্রসর 
দেবতা চরণে দাও প্রেম উপহার 
প্রাবনের সেই চেউ ভুবাক অন্তর ॥ 


৯ই ভাদ্র, ১৩৫২ | ‘নাতি, নাতনী > 


বঙ্গীয় গ্রন্থাগার পরিষদ কর্তৃক শ্রদ্ধেয় কুমার 


їйїн রায় মহাশয়ের দ্বিসপ্তুতিতম 

gafef উদ্যাপন উপলক্ষে . 

\ —4ж):— 
মানব কল্যাণ ব্রতী, আলোক সন্ধানী 
হে বুদ্ধ তাপস, 

জীবনের প্রভাত বেলায় | 
প্রাভরা আশা আর জ্ঞানের পিপাঁদা লরে বুকে 
বাঁহিরিলে বিশ্ব-পথে নিঃমজ .একেলা;  । 
হাত ছানি দিল কোন অদৃশ্য আলোক, 
ча দেখিলে তুমি э 

আলোর প্লাবনে হ'বে তিমিরের চির অবসান। 
তাহারি উদ্দেশে খু'জি 
С তোমার তপস্তা হোলো সুরু | 

“মানব অমৃত-পুত্র,-অমৃতের চাই অধিকার,” 
“ama বাগী এই ভারত aka 

কোন সে’ অতীত দিনে শুনেছে পৃথিবী, 
SHR তরে কত যাত্রী যুগ যুগ ধরে 

ধ্যুনে জানে প্রেমে গানে ' ` 

২ মানুষের ইতিহাসে করেছে উজ্জল | 

১ , তুমিও তাঁদেরি একজন, 8 
৷ জীবনের মধ্যাহ্ন বেলার е, 
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Tha দেউল হতে’ 

THAR সেই. বাণী কবির উচ্চারণ 

দিলে ডাক 

ভারতী নন্দির-দারে সর্ব মানবেরে? 

মুক্ত কঠে করিলে প্রচার. 
জ্ঞানালোঁকে পৃথিবীর নাহি যদি হয় অভিষেক, 
মিথ্যা যদি জয়ী হয় সত্যের উপরে 

বারে বারে তবে | О 
কেন বৃথা শাস্তি, প্রেম কথার «ая? 
কেন বৃথা মুক্তি খোজা বিশ্ব মানবের । 
আসিতে পারে না মুক্তি অন্ধকার পথে। 
সে’ বাণী শোনে fa আজি এ 981 ধরণী, 
হিংসার কুটিল পথে তাই 

কধির পিপাস্থ যত উন্মাদ দানব 

করে হানাহানি, | 
হত্যা করে নির্বিচারে , 

Д4 করে সব; 

রক্তে নাচে ভাঙ্গনের তাল 

'নর-রক্তে করে লাল পৃথিবীর মাটি। 
জীবনের অপরাহ্ন দিনে , 
দেখে গেলে সভ্যতার এই পরিহীপ, 
দানবের গর্ব্বিত স্পর্ধীয় ` 

দেখে গেলে লাঞ্চনা সব মানবের 
যাত্রার প্রথম পর্বে 

যে আলোর দেখেছ স্বপন 
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съ) 
রাত্রি হবে ভোর, © 
রছিবে না চির এ আধার, 
দানব দমন হবে, 
তোমার তপস্যা হবে জয়ী | 
মহা যোগী সম তুমি আজও সেই সাধনায় রত) 


তাই যত রাগী আসিয়াছে তব ай fira 
শ্রদ্ধা ভরে করিতে প্রণাম 
আজি এই শুভ জন্মদিনে, 
তাছাদের .কর আশীর্বাদ | | 
Socata কুমার রায় r 


